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Coppermine Place II Opens

WHDC First
to Access
Fairfax County’s

Offers Seniors Amenities and Convenience

The opening of 66-unit Coppermine
Place II in Herndon increased the
housing options for seniors in
Northern Virginia. Low- and
moderate-income residents, age 55
and older, enjoy numerous
amenities, including a computer
center, hobby room, and a beauty salon/barber shop. Completed in June
2005, Coppermine Place has a wellness room for routine health screenings
and emergency call buttons in each apartment.  Door-to-door transportation
helps residents keep medical appointments and shop for groceries. A
Resident Services Coordinator, Sharon Flanagan, organizes arts and crafts,
exercise classes, and educational activities.

Coppermine Place I will be completed in spring 2006 and will offer 22
units of housing for severely physically disabled individuals. WHDC
partnered with Accessible Space, Inc. to design fully accessible apartments
with roll-in showers and lower countertops. A multi-jurisdictional effort,
Coppermine Place I will be Northern Virginia’s first barrier-free complex.
Call 703/793-0336 for leasing information.

Madison Ridge
Centreville

The purchase of 216-unit Madison Ridge
Apartments in July marked four
milestones for Wesley Housing: The
acquisition helped WHDC exceed its
goal to own and operate over 1,000
affordable units — now at 1,088, plus 22
units under construction; WHDC was the
first organization to receive a distribution from Fairfax County’s new ‘Penny for
Housing’ fund to support the purchase; the $34.5 million transaction was the
largest in WHDC’s history; and the property is WHDC’s first condo conversion.

The 17-year-old apartment community in Centreville was pursued by multiple
developers. WHDC’s innovative bid proposed preserving 98 units as affordable
rentals and converting 118 units to condominiums. The conversion includes new
appliances, wall-to-wall carpet, and full-sized washers and dryers. The

apartments will receive $466,000 in
rehab, including new roofs, plumbing,
and landscaping. The condo sales will
support WHDC’s mission.

Hon. Gerry Connolly, Chairman of the Fairfax County Board

of Supervisors, received the 2005 Friend of Housing Award

at WHDC’s 30th anniversary dinner for his efforts to increase

affordable housing in Fairfax County. The award recognized

the creation of the Penny for Housing fund, from which

WHDC received the first distribution to help purchase

Madison Ridge Apartments.
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WHDC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, partially funded by these government entities: Fairfax County Redevelopment and Housing Authority, U.S. Department of
Education, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Commonwealth of Virginia, Arlington County, the City of Falls Church, and the City of Alexandria.
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WHDC expanded its partnership with Mary H. Plummer Elementary School in
Anacostia and facilitated new relationships for the school. More than 200
students and 30 adults participated in HTH educational activities and the
mini-walk. Wesley Housing sponsored Plummer’s Back to School Night in
September, providing a BBQ dinner for 100 parents, students, and
teachers—with food and music contributing to the turn out. American Catering
was so moved by the great kids that it offered to host a fundraiser and improve the cafeteria facilities. We forged a
partnership between Operation Hope, Citibank, and Plummer. Operation Hope trains instructors in its “Banking on Our
Future” curriculum for students grades 4 through adult, and organizes presentations. At Plummer, 4th and 5th graders
participated in the workshops. WHDC staff and Board members presented a highly interactive “Money for the Month”
game to 3rd and 5th graders— a budgeting exercise that begins with a math lesson about minimum wage. Over 200
students and teachers turned out for the mini-walk on November 4th. Local residents cheered from windows, cars, and
buses as the children walked by chanting, “Help the Homeless!”

WHDC forged a new HTH partnership with Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology in Fairfax County. Students
formed a committee to raise awareness about homelessness and recruit walkers for the Fannie Mae Foundation’s November
19th Walkathon. The committee designed and publicized an educational program and a physical activity day that became
a pre-Walkathon pep rally. It consisted of a fierce tug-o-war, three legged race, and an under-the-chin orange pass.

An educational assembly on November 9th featured the administrator for Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church, a video
presentation about the faces of homelessness, and a formerly homeless person who answered questions for a group of 65
students. The National Honor Society (NHS) identified shelters for volunteer projects. NHS members also helped prepare
the soup kitchen dinner for Wesley Housing’s Camp Givehope family night at Wesley UMC in Alexandria, and they participated
in our Community Resource Centers’ holiday parties.
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