
(R to L) WHDC Board Chairman
Erik Hoffman and Director of Supportive

Housing Services Susan Parrott are
joined by Susan Dewey, Executive

Director, VHDA, to accept the award
for the 2007 HAND Best Project in

Northern Virginia for Coppermine Place I.

The Housing Association of Nonprofit Developers (HAND)
named Coppermine Place I 2007 Best Project in
Northern Virginia. HAND, a regional consortium of
developers, lending institutions, government agencies, and
housing advocates, presented the award to WHDC at its
annual meeting on June 4. Located in Herndon,
Coppermine Place I has 22 one- and two-bedroom
apartments designed for individuals with severe mobility
impairments. Features include wheelchair-accessible
kitchens with lower countertops and bathrooms with roll-in
showers. Accessible Space, Inc. is a co-sponsor of this
innovative community.

Call (703) 793-0336 for leasing information.
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CEO Al Smuzynski to Retire

Stark Statistics
• 25% of homeless individuals are employed

• 43% of homeless parents are employed

• 74% of homeless adults in Arlington County
    families are employed

• 6 million U.S. households pay over 50% of
    their income for housing, or live in sub-
    standard housing — up 16% since 2003

Sources: Metropolitan Washington Council
of Governments and HUD.

A Message From Al Smuzynski

Coppermine Place I Receives HAND Award

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.wesleyhousing.org

Dear Friends:

In March 1987, I checked a box on a missions survey from my church,
indicating I was interested in affordable housing. I received a call from
Virginia Peters, whom I knew by reputation but had never met.  She asked me
to landscape a small apartment house in south Arlington which Wesley
Housing had recently purchased and rehabbed, but had run out of money for
this finishing touch. I said yes. I recruited my oldest son and a friend,
borrowed a pickup truck, bought some shrubs and mulch, and spent a
Saturday landscaping Perry S. Hall Apartments. That volunteer project started
a 20-year journey that will end this fall. I became Treasurer of Wesley
Housing’s start-up property management operation. From there, I served three
terms on WHDC’s Board of Directors. In 1998, I was able to retire from the
federal government to become Wesley Housing’s President and Chief
Executive Officer.

There are a number of ways to measure what Wesley Housing has done over
the last nine years, and I appreciate the kind words of our Board Chairman
Erik Hoffman. But I want to be measured by the answer to this simple
question: “What would Virginia think?” WHDC Founding Director Virginia
Peters died in 2004, so I cannot be certain, but I believe she would have
been pleased with what we have accomplished. We continued to house those
who have the fewest housing options. We took on the really tough deals —
and made them work. When the resources and programs to make that housing
possible did not exist, we persuaded local governments to create new policies
and funding sources.

I want to thank Wesley Housing’s Board of Directors, staff, volunteers,
residents, and supporters for the opportunity to serve in several capacities
throughout the past two decades. It has been an honor and a privilege.

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

After nearly 20 years of service to
Wesley Housing — first as a Board
Member and then as President/CEO
— Al Smuzynski will retire this fall. Al
guided WHDC from a grassroots entity
founded by Virginia Peters into a

leading developer with a reputation for building and
managing quality rental communities and a portfolio valued
at $175 million. His efforts helped provide over 15,000 low-
and moderate-income Northern Virginians with the security
of a home. Under Al’s leadership, WHDC was named 2006
Developer of the Year by the Housing Association of
Nonprofit Developers (HAND) and received Leadership
Fairfax, Inc.’s Regional Leadership Award. Please join
me and the Board of Directors in conveying to Al heartfelt
thanks and wishes for a happy and healthy retirement.

Sincerely,

Erik T. Hoffman, Chairman
Board of Directors

Read full letter at www.wesleyhousing.org.

Al Smuzynski



UPDATES

Beverly Park Apartments (City of Alexandria):  VHDA approved low-income housing tax credits
for the acquisition and renovation of this 41-unit property. Allocation of these credits through the
Northern Virginia Preservation Non-Competitive Pool will allow for needed renovations and improvements,
including creating larger, family size units, and upgrading the kitchens and bathrooms.

Ben Franklin Road (Springfield):  WHDC purchased a single family home, in cooperation with the
Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board, which will be converted into a six-bedroom home for
developmentally disabled adults.

Recent Grants: Special thanks to these community partners for their recent grants and contributions:
Fannie Mae Foundation, Arent Fox PLLC, SunAmerica Affordable Housing Partners, Inc., The Richman
Group (all via Fannie Mae Foundation’s Help the Homeless Walkathon); and the Meyer Foundation,
Philip L. Graham Fund, PNC, SunTrust, United Bank, Venable Foundation,  VHDA, the Citigroup Foundation,
and  the Swain Family Charitable Trust of The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region.

WHDC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, partially funded by these government entities: Fairfax County Redevelopment and Housing Authority, U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, the Commonwealth of Virginia, Fairfax County, Arlington County, the City of Falls Church, and the City of Alexandria.

Wesley Housing Development Corporation
5515 Cherokee Avenue • Suite 200
Alexandria, Virginia 22312-2309
Phone: (703) 642-3830  • FAX: (703) 941-1724
www.wesleyhousing.org

This newsletter is sponsored in part by
Virginia Housing Development Authority.

Sundance’s grandmother calls her
an old soul. At 15, she prefers to
listen to music from the 60s and
70s. The Strawbridge Square
resident, pictured above, has a lot
of curiosity and a wide-range of

interests — she aspires to one day be a forensic investigator or
a fashion designer. Both dreams appear within reach, based on
her current academic path. Sundance recently won the
Annandale High School Science Fair for Chemistry. She and
her team tested the pH of different liquids to determine the
short- and long-term impact on the stomach. Her team didn’t
win the regional competition, but “it was an honor just to be
there,” Sundance said. She also loves designing clothes and
has taken fashion design as an elective for two years. This is in
addition to honors classes in English, History, and Biology.

Sundance, who has lived at Strawbridge since she was seven
years old, attended summer camp three times at the on-site
Lincolnia Community Resource Center (LCRC). She served
as a camp counselor-in-training there last summer; she was a
counselor this summer. In her limited spare time, Sundance
volunteers at the LCRC. “The Center is a very good resource,
especially the access to computers,” she said. “I spent a lot
of time there as a kid.” If she’s not at the Center, Sundance
is riding her bike or reading. “I read anything I can get my
hands on.” That habit bodes well for her future, which is
sure to be bright.

Strawbridge Square Youth Wins Science Fair

Formula for a Bright Future

Renovations Underway at ParcView Apartments

Meyer Foundation MAP Grant Facilitates Transition
Al Smuzynski’s retirement ushers in a time of change for
Wesley Housing. The Board of Directors and staff have
been busy preparing for this transition. With a Management
Assistance Program (MAP) grant from the Meyer
Foundation and support from TransitionGuides, we
completed a survey of our stakeholders, an organizational
assessment, and a strategic planning review. The President/
CEO Search Committee just concluded its work.

Hamel Builders, Inc. Hosted HAND
Meeting and Walk Through

On June 21, the Virginia Housing Coalition (VHC) inducted WHDC President/CEO Al Smuzynski into the newly-created Affordable Housing Hall of Fame. Launched

at VHC’s Annual Housing Awards banquet in Richmond, the Hall of Fame “recognizes lifetime achievement in the area of affordable housing preservation, production

and advocacy.” Mr. Smuzynski and Lynn Boyer Haines with ElderHomes Corporation were the Hall of Fame’s first two inductees.

Al Smuzynski Inducted into
Affordable Housing Hall of Fame

WHDC Summer Intern
Ms. Chinwe S. Kpaduwa
(right), a 2005 graduate of
Harvard University, served as
WHDC’s Summer Intern.
Chinwe assessed the service
needs in the Whitefield
Commons and Lincolnia communities. She identified gaps
in meeting those needs, and developed a structure to
establish resident advisory councils to mobilize residents
and other resources. The Citigroup Foundation
sponsored Ms. Kpaduwa’s internship. Following her
internship, Chinwe started her first year at Georgetown
University School of Medicine.
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Hamel Builders, Inc. hosted the April HAND
meeting and walk through to show the
various stages of renovation at ParcView
Apartments in the City of Alexandria’s
Landmark area.  Wesley Housing is
combining smaller units to make some two-
bedroom/two-bathroom apartments at
ParcView. Eight units will be remodeled as
handicapped-accessible apartments.


